
O k a y ,  I  w i l l  f i n i s h  m y  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  “ k n o w i n g ”  a n d  m i n i s t r y  w i t h  t h i s

r e f l e c t i o n .  I f  J e s u s  i n  H i s  f i n a l  m o m e n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  c r o s s

b e g i n n i n g  i t s  d e s c e n t  u p o n  H i m ,  c a n  s a y  t h o s e  w o r d s  t o  t h e  F a t h e r  i n

t h i s  t r u l y  “ L o r d ’ s  P r a y e r , ”  I  b e l i e v e  t h e y  a r e  o f  u t m o s t  i m p o r t .  I f  I  a d d  t o

t h i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h i s  G o s p e l  o f  J o h n  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  p o s t -

R e v e l a t i o n  w r i t i n g  a n d  a  f i n a l  c l o s i n g  t o  t h e  g o s p e l s  b e a r i n g  t h e  n a m e

o f  a  d i s c i p l e ,  t h e n  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e t e r n a l  l i f e  ( “ t h a t  t h e y  m a y  k n o w

y o u ,  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  G o d ,  a n d  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  s e n t ” )  h o l d s  a

v e r y  s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c a n o n .  A r g u a b l y ,  i t  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  w o r d

o c c u p y i n g  t h e  s p a c e  o f  o u r  B i b l e s .  A n d  t h i s  p r a y e r  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  l i p s

o f  a  m a n  k n o w i n g  H e  i s  a b o u t  t o  d i e .  A n d  t h e  t w o  c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  a t  t h e

o u t s e t  o f  h i s  p r a y e r  i s :  K n o w  G o d ,  K n o w  J e s u s .  I f  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s

“ k n o w i n g ”  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  a  l i f e  l i m i t e d  u p o n  t h i s  e a r t h  a n d  a

l i f e  o p e n i n g  i n t o  t h e  u n k n o w n  o f  e t e r n i t y ,  I  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s

t h a t  c o m e  w i t h  “ k n o w i n g . ”  T h e  k n o w i n g  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  k n o w i n g  o f

J e s u s  n o w  p r e p a r e s  u s  f o r  t h e  k n o w i n g  o f  G o d  a n d  t h e  k n o w i n g  o f

J e s u s  i n t o  i n f i n i t e  e t e r n i t y .  W h a t  w e  k n o w  n o w  h o l d s  a  c a n d l e  a g a i n s t

t h e  s u n  o f  w h a t  i s  u n k n o w n  a n d  y e t ,  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  i n f i n i t e

e t e r n i t y .  T h u s ,  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s  ( “ d i s c i p l e s h i p ” )  i s  a b o u t  p r e p a r i n g  u s

f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  u n k n o w n … a s  m u c h  a s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  k n o w n .  W e

“ k n o w ”  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p l a c e  o u r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h i s  G o d  a n d  t h i s

J e s u s .  A n d  y e t ,  t h i s  “ k n o w i n g ”  r e m a i n s  t h o r o u g h l y  u n f i l l e d  a n d  t h u s ,

u n f u l f i l l i n g .  A n d  i t  i s  t h i s  t h a t  c a n  o p e n  u s  u p  t o  h u m i l i t y  a n d  t h e  d e a t h

o f  h u b r i s .  W h e n  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I  h o l d  a  c a n d l e  t o  t h e  s u n ,  I  c a n  s p e a k

w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  c a n d l e .  I  r e c o g n i z e

t h e  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e  o f  t h e  c a n d l e — i t  u n d e n i a b l y  s e r v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e

d a r k n e s s  i n  m y  r o o m .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  o n l y  a  f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h e  s o o n  t o  c o m e

d a w n .  A n d  w h e n  t h a t  d a w n  c o m e s  a n d  t h e  d a y  e m e r g e s ,  t h e  c a n d l e  w i l l

d i s s i p a t e  i n  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  t h e  s u n ’ s  r a y s .
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Book Notes

The last issue of Thoughts About Ministry  could not occur

due to office illness.

I look forward to being with you and your families in a little

over a week. We have a special itinerary planned: a visit to all

things Abraham Lincoln in Springfield. Pete is putting

together an exciting day there together.

There will be no issue in two weeks as we will be completing

our Pastor’s Family Retreat.

Not to st ir  a hornet’s nest but to advance a wider consideration,  the

following provocative statement by my former seminary professor invites

a deeper reflection:  “The real  issue in Adventism today is  not the

ordination of female pastors but the issue of authority.”  In his work,

Adventist  Authority Wars,  Ordination,  and the Roman Catholic Temptation ,

retired professor Dr.  George Knight presents a discussion about the

question of ecclesiastical  authority.
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